
Criticize This
Or Why SecDef Rumsfeld Needs to Switch to DeCaf

All critics are not equal.  Some carping voices would improve with a Ranger 
choke hold on their throat.  But, some criticism, like your Grandmother’s 
admonishments, should be acknowledged gratefully, even, if like every know-it-all-
youth, you intend to ignore it.  Methinks the Secretary Of Defense (SecDef) and his 
serving senior officer defenders are a bit too defensive about what the retired generals 
and military talking heads say.   Maybe they should get a program and identify the 
players for which team they are on.

The Team to Boo.  The internal dissidents, the 30% against the war, include 
many partisan Democrats, most liberals and way too many Black Americans.  These 
citizens of the world are clueless in their cacophony of criticism.  Liberals speak for the 
sake of wounding.  The overflow of their heart is a venomous hatred for President 
George Bush.  He is their personification of the evil they hate, precisely because he is the 
hope for Americans and ideas the left despises.  So, it’s good to let them define 
themselves with their free speech.  The SecDef and generals can dismiss them as evenly 
as the CENTCOM briefers do goofy journalists at the daily war briefings.

The Team to Cheer.  When retired four-star Army generals Schwartzkopf, 
Downing, McCaffrey, and Marine general Hoar, say more Army divisions from the start 
would be better, listen up.  They acknowledge the brilliant execution of branches and 
sequels for a complex plan.  They cheer the courage of the troops.  Yet, they offer the 
insight that overwhelming force saves lives and wins decisively - sooner and better.  
These guys are not fighting the last war, out of touch, or suffering from any other cheap 
shot.  The retired four stars, known in the Army as the ‘elephants’, are very careful with 
public pronouncements.  They are consummate political animals steeped in a culture of 
shutting up to outsiders. The 
generals know what works in Iraq today, could be a disaster in other places – right now.  
Some day America may fight an enemy that is well trained, led, equipped and soldiered 
by hard, motivated men.  Americans may face a successor to the Germans, Japanese, 
Chinese or North Vietnamese who say “awe shucks” to shock and awe and go on to win 
tactical and operational victories.  The Rumsfeld-Franks plan is working wonderfully – 
but it’s not the perfect cookie cutter for the future.

The Talking Heads.  I must digress – it’s such a hoot for me to live in a small 
town of 12,000 and have so many people I know on national TV and radio daily.  So 
many of the retired Army commentators are my buds, former bosses or I know them by 
reputation.  The barracks reputation of every officer is formidable.  The old Army saying 
is, “The higher up the flagpole you climb, the more a—shows.”  Most of the guys 
yakking, fondly known as ‘old farts’ by their peers, were good soldiers.  

Only two have agendas that I know about.  
GEN. (Ret.) Wes Clark is the dark horse democrat candidate for president, as if 

the office of President of the United States of America were actually big enough for his 
ego.  This officer, who would win the vote “Most Like Courtney Massengale” among the 
Army cult readers of Anton Meyers’ Once An Eagle, comes with caution warning.  He 
was the general who ran a ‘war’ acceptable to Bill Clinton. 

COL. (Ret.) David Hackworth writes every week about how screwed up the 
Army is, until the Army goes to war and kicks butt.  Guys who served with him in 



Vietnam can tell you how Hackworth was as careerist as Wes Clark until he didn’t make 
general. 

Criticize That.  Funny, how the hyper-sensitive Rumsfeld can dish out criticism.  
The Army has the intellectual high ground in the Transformation of the services for a 
new Era of War.  I’ve been working on its answer as my day job since I wrote the ‘Army 
After Next’ paper in early ’95.  The Army has the right answer in the Future Combat 
Systems (FCS).  Yet, SecDef Rumsfeld is having a retired Air Force general grade the 
Army’s paper.  Insults can do injury.  The Army is responsible for prompt and sustained 
Land Warfare – by law (U.S. Code, Title 10).  All the Joint services support the 
combined arms operations on land.  But only the Army is truly the Master of Land 
Warfare for today and tomorrow.  I hope the USAF general listens ‘tight’ to the FCS – 
for the sake of the Nation. 
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